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Members’ Presentations 


Elspeth Swan: Land for Wildlife 


Elspeth has been the Land for Wildlife Extension Officer with DNRE. Land for 
Wildlife was jointly initiated by The Bird Observers' Club of Australia and the De- 
partment in an effort to encourage the protection of native vegetation on private 
land, thereby conserving not only plants but the habitat of many species of wildlife. - 
Elspeth compared the extent of native vegetation in Victoria in 1750 with the extent 
as mapped in 1987—a phenomenal difference. 


The familiar diamond-shaped sign seen at the entrance to a property is often the trig- 
ger sparking interest in the system and prompting land owners to make enquiries. 
Ideally a property needs to be a minimum of 5 acres and is likely to contain a num- 
ber of natural features such as sizeable trees, understorey, leaf litter, a water body or 
rocky escarpments. If a whole street gets together with neighbouring properties, 
such a group can offer greater biodiversity. Farms are also signed up—and there is 
no cost involved. ; 


Members receive a newsletter, often containing member contributions; access to an 
extension officer results in advice and answers to problems, the results of scientific 
reports and so on. Properties needing considerable work done in order to qualify for 
registration join a category "working towards registration"; advice is given regarding 
planting, fencing, erosion prevention and general education of the owners. 


Management techniques might include mosaic burning to encourage some new 
growth, the opening up of coppiced areas to let light in, using arborists' advice, and 
the sustainable use of firewood blocks. Owners are encouraged not to "tidy up" so- 
called scrub or litter except perhaps immediately around dwellings where a potential 
fire hazard exists. 


Problems encountered include the presence of cats, which are clearly incompatible 
with the whole concept of Land for Wildlife and should be removed. Intractable 
weeds such as gorse do need to be removed but as a number of native birds have 
learnt to use these bushes as cover, prickly native species should be established prior 
to gorse removal. 


Where possible wildlife corridors should be established, and funding is available to 
create links between vegetated areas. The Department (now called the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment since the last election) is interested in unusual wildlife 
sightings, such as brolgas and powerful owls, to assist future planning, and maintains 
records sent in by owners. 


Elspeth illustrated her points with aptly chosen slides, and concluded by briefly com- 
menting on her current area of interest, Native Grasslands, and her bid to raise peo- 
ple's awareness of this neglected habitat. 


Margaret Tonkin: The Australian Naturalists' Network 


Margaret has attended the last two meetings of ANN, which was established largely 
due to the initiative to Dick Southcombe of the Geelong FNC. It aims to provide a na- 
tional framework for the Field Naturalists! movement and enables members of affili- 
ated clubs to travel interstate, meet like-minded people from further afield and see 
new areas under the expert guidance of the local members. 


Held every two years, ANN is hosted by a club able to offer a considerable range of 
environments and activities. A core program over a 10-day period is preceded by op- 
tional tours, which also continue after the main program. There is plenty of opportu- 
nity to "network" with fellow participants, and to appreciate the expertise of local 
members. 


Margaret attended the Alice Springs meeting in 2000 
and the Launceston meeting in November of last year. 
In Tasmania there were trips as far as the Freycinet 
National Park and the Arthur River, while closer in 
members saw the Myrtle Beeches, Liffey Falls, fern 
gullies, coastal heathlands, riverine environments, 
fossils and limestone caves. 


Philosophically minded, Margaret challenged us to 
think about why we feel the need to travel—not only 
to explore, but to have a sense of our place in the 
natural world and gain a sense of peace and satisfac- 
Lesser Wanderer Butterflies tion from so doing. 
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Excursion: Ballarat Bird World 


1g; Our June excursion fell during the Queen's 
AZ birthday weekend enabling some Binns and 
* Netherway grandchildren to join a group of 
_» nearly twenty. Mr. Paul Sperber, the owner and 
" g developer, kindly and enthusiastically led us. 
(ir a . 

He explained his vision, almost 30 years ago, 
| of necessary clearing, making an access road 
Re-<~ and gradually transforming his site. He ac- 
i quired huge boulders, numerous rocks, logs and 
large tree stumps otherwise being discarded 
and worked hard. There are now raised, non- 
slip walkways, waterfalls (recycling the water), 
ponds, rainforest areas, some naturally left 


dgeri age : ; 

Beer : parts, large clean aviaries—including a huge 
free-flight, walk-through enclosure— and a 
café. 


The park has been planted with a variety of Australian natives, many of which were 
flowering, some spectacularly—in particular banksias, hakeas and grevilleas. Paul 
was happy to answer our "What is this one?" questions and to explain how he has 
rescued and propagated some rare plants. While obviously being decorative, many 
of these plants entice birds and some mammals to visit—sugar gliders, owlet- 
nightjars, crimson rosellas, diamond firetails, koalas (fewer lately), some wallabies 
and many birds usually seen in our district. 


There are between 200-300 parrots and cockatoos , all with 
identifying plaques showing relevant bird details. Many of 
these birds would never be seen by most people so it is a 
treat to see them up close to study and admire. Some look 
considerably better than they sound, such as Princess Par- 
rots. A few birds spoke some words and one mimics a 
ringing phone—initially very surprising. Paul and his wife 
Joan have a special fondness for the Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoo and it seemed to be mutual. While we cautiously 
protected our fingers from incredibly powerful beaks, Paul 
entered their larger enclosure (complete with "toys" to entertain bored birds) and 
played with the birds, enabling us to closely admire their truly beautiful markings 
and patterns. One bird was reluctant to be left. 


The slightly damp, cool June afternoon was well spent in pleasant surroundings ad- 
miring our beautiful, often elusive Australian birds and plants. 
Claire Dalman. 


June Meeting Points 
35 members and visitors were welcomed. 


Members were reminded that annual subscriptions are now due. 
Members asked to book a bus seat for excursion on July 6 to study sa- 


linity between Ballarat and Corangamite. 


Show and Tell. 


Jack Netherway: Newspaper articles about Gluepot Station and Earth 
Sanctuaries. 

Avis Barlow: Dried and mounted Piranha from the Amazon River. Post- 
cards from South America trip. 


Field Reports 


Kay Preston: Between Deniliquin and Hay there were many handbag size 
“nests” in the trees. These were cocoons of the bag moth which is in 
plague proportions due to drought. 
Helen Burgess: lronbarks covered in flower 
around Bendigo. Pied Currawongs very vocal in 
Ballarat North; is this a sign of rain? 
Lyndsay Fink: Large flock of Red-browed Finches 
and white Budgerigar at Redan. 
Margaret Tonkin: 100+ Yellow-tailed Black Cocka- 
toos over Lake Esmond. 
Carol Hall: At a wayside stop on the Newell High- 
way near Dubbo, Noisy Miners were flocking 
around a tree. Closer inspection revealed a Pacific ss 
Baza. 

Belinda Taylor: Immature Pink Robin passing 

through Haddon garden. 
Greg Binns: Flock of 30+ Silvereyes moving 
through Ballarat garden late in afternoon. 
Ken Hammond: Regent Honeyeater in Red Ironbark at Newstead. 
John Gregurke: Sea Eagle at Lake Burrumbeet. 4 Brolgas on drying lake 
bed at Lake Burrumbeet, 2 Brolgas in cultivated paddock east of Burrum- 
beet. ‘ 


Pacific Baza 
(Simpson & Day) 


Mid-month Excursion: Lake Burrumbeet . 
Leader: John Gregurke 


With the lake level so low, it has been interesting to monitor the different variety of 
birds seen on and around the lake. Wednesday June 18th began with mist and driz- 
zle, giving rise to some dramatic lighting as the clouds and sunshine came and went, 
eventually clearing by mid-afternoon. 


Walking around the SW side of the lake, pelicans and black swans were seen in 
abundance; the pick of the sightings however had to be a Barn Owl in the young Red 
Gums planted towards the outlet; agitated White-plumed Honeyeaters hopped 
around it. A more careful inspection of the damp southern edges by telescope re- 
vealed numerous Red-necked Stints at first, followed by about 30 Double-banded 
Plovers, then a pair of Curlew Sandpipers. 


Welcome Swallows were ubiquitous; in the Red Gums along the south shore Red- 
Rumped Parrots appeared, and one Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike. On the eastern mar- 
gin near the Lake Burrumbeet Caravan Park, Black-winged Stilts searched the shal- 
lows for food and a pair each of Australasian Shovelers and Pink-eared Duck fos- 
sicked around the half-submerged rocks. Red-browed Finches feasted on seeds in 
the lawn near the picnic area. With the rain we've had this month there was a slight 
but noticeable increase in the area of water, for example in Dobson's Bay which had 
been totally dry earlier in the year. 


A total of 40 species was seen; a day which had initially seemed unpromising turned 
out to be most rewarding. 


Bird List for Lake Burrumbeet and Environs 18/06/03 


Pelican Red-necked Stint Australasian Shoveler 
Black Swan Double-banded Plover Black Duck 

Shelduck — - Tree Martin Red-browed Finch 
White-plumed H/eater  Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike — Blackbird 

Willy Wagtail _ Red-capped Dotterel Starling 

Goldfinch Magpie-Lark Brown Thornbill 
House Sparrow Curlew Sandpiper Black-winged Stilt 
Welcome Swallow Great Egret Black-fronted Dotterel 
Magpie Grey Teal Galah 

Red-rumped Parrot Pink-eared Duck Superb Fairy-wren 
Little Raven Brown Falcon Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Whistling Kite Australian Kestrel Bam Owl 

Eastern Rosella Grey Fantail 


Some Thoughts on Owls 


“= Sighting the Barn Owl at Lake Burrumbeet 
gave rise to some discussion in our car on 
the so-called "ears" of some owls e.g. the 
Long-eared Owl, European Eagle Owl. The 
following is taken from John Sparks and 
Tony Soper's book on "Owls". 


geet rat owls do, in fact, have quite charac- 
* teristic profiles, and in 57 species these are 
enhanced by the presence of ear tufts...... 
these are nothing to do with hearing but 
merely groups of feathers projecting from the scalp. Since non-eared and eared spe- 
cies often live side by side, the presence or absence of tufts may be a useful guide to 
owls in helping them distinguish each other in the 
field, apart, of course, from their use as short-distance 
indicators of changing moods." 


Owls have ear flaps on either side of the facial disc, 
varying in size according to species; some species have 
asymmetric ears, one slightly higher than the other, 
which enables them to more accurately locate their 
prey. The facial disc funnels sound into the ears. They 
have, as it were, stereo hearing. 


David Hollands' book Birds of the Night offers the fol- 
lowing information: Ear flap of Long-eared Owl 


"The Barn Owl. Zyto alba, occurs throughout Australia where suitable habitat occurs. 
It is probably the world's most widely distributed bird, occurring on all continents ex- 
cept Antarctica. Susceptible to cold it is not found above 60° north or south or in the 
colder regions of continental Asia and North America. 


Most Australian Barn Owls nest in tree hollows with heights up to 20m above ground 
level. The nest is typically well below the entrance. Three to six eggs are laid at 2-day 
intervals, incubation taking 30-34 days, and fledging 50-55 days." 


Closely related to the Barn Owl in Australia are the Grass Owl Tyto longimembris, 
Masked Owl Tyfo novaehollandiae, Sooty Owl Tyto tenebricosa and Lesser Sooty 
Owl 7yto multipunctata. The Barking, Boobook, Rufous and Powerful Owls belong to 
the genus Ninox, while the eagle owls (with pronounced ear tufts, incidentally) found 
overseas belong to the genus Bubo. 

Editor. 


Travellers’ Tales: (1) A South American Interlude 


For a month Avis Barlow and I visited 6 South American countries. We suffered 
cramped airline travel, but enjoyed restful birdwatching, serene cruising in Zodiacs 
and spray from magnificent waterfalls. 


It was a trip of contrasts: we marvelled at the variety of birds at the Tandayapa Bird 
Lodge in Ecuador where bird feeders brought the birds to us, particularly humming 
birds. Of the 40 species of humming birds to visit the feeders, one is known to flap 
its wings 80 times per second—how do they measure it? 


From Iquitos in Peru we enjoyed a cruise down the Amazon to Belem in Brazil. Hu- 
midity, heat and insects were forgotten when we cruised in Zodiacs to see the wild- 
life—both flora and fauna, the only way to see most fauna, and walking in the jungle 
is better for the flora. We saw happy children with few material possessions. The 
closer we got to Belem the more TVs there were. We witnessed dancing by the vil- 
lagers, saw thousands of artefacts made by the locals, buildings built during the mub- 
ber boom and many other interesting things typical of the area. 


To finish the trip we took a helicopter flight over the magnificent Iguassu Falls, then 
explored the area on both the Brazilian and Argentinian sides by train and on foot. 
Avis was sensible—I went to see the Devil's Throat, having been told to protect my 
camera against spray—nobody mentioned a tropical downpour! I should have 
known better! 


A wonderful trip, but glad to be back. Countries visited were Chile, Ecuador, Peru, 
Colombia, Brazil and Argentina. 


Helen Burgess. 
Travellers' Tales: (2) Out of Cairns 


The editor has requested a brief report from our recent sojourn in FNQ (must get the 
jargon right!) whilst visiting a daughter in Cairns. I do not want to inflict a trave- 
logue on readers who have been confined to these cooler climes during May, so I 
shall outline some details of a special event in which we were fortunate to partici- 
pate. This may prompt others to emulate our experience if they find themselves in 
the Cairns area. 


Some research revealed that the N“ Queensland Group of Birds Australia (RAOU) 
were conducting their May excursion on Sunday 18". A phone call to the secretary 
resulted in Genny and I being picked up early on that morning for what turned out 
to be a wonderful outing. We visited the Goldsborough State Forest on the Mulgrave 
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River some 40-50Km south of Cairns, reached by turning left from the Gillies High- 
way. 


This valley was the site of gold mining in the early days. It is a beautiful area and 
there is a well appointed picnic/camping ground near the Kearney Falls, in a nice 
patch of wet forest. We converged there, at 8.30 am, with other members, some of 
whom had driven long distances. The modus operandi was to meet for breakfast 
amongst the early bird movement - a very sensible idea, we concluded. We actually 
had a Victoria's Riflebird with breakfast! 


The morning was spent walking to the Falls through a plant habitat full of interest, but 
the bird species really captured our attention. Some of the nicer sightings were of 
Grey Whistler, Spectacled, Pied and White-eared Monarch Flycatchers, Yellow- 
breasted Boatbill, Noisy Pitta, Wompoo Pigeon, and a number of northern honey- 
eaters. 


There are many wonderful, well publicised places for tourists and naturalists within 
reach of Cairns, but here was a lesser known spot of real value. I thoroughly recom- 
mend searching out the local naturalist organisations, if time permits when visiting 
other places - you meet the nicest people in addition to wonderful local flora and 
fauna. 


Greg Binns. 


Clever Wrens 


In March of this year the publication "Nature" contained a report on some interesting 
findings on the behaviour of our Superb Fairy-wren when parasitised by Cuckoos. Re- 
search in Canberra revealed that at a study site up to 37% of SF Wren nests contained 
a Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo egg. Within a few days of hatching the cuckoo chick was 
able to tip the wren chicks from the nest, but two days after this event 40% of the host 
wren mothers abandoned the nest to leave the young cuckoo to its fate. 


In the case of Shining Bronze-cuckoo parasites, 100% of the host wrens abandoned 
the nest. In nests not parasitised by cuckoos not one mother wren left her own brood. 


A science reporter compared an astute fairy-wren with the 
British Reed-warbler which is sometimes able to discard 
odd-looking eggs from the nest, but if a cuckoo hatches it 
will feed the chick. 


Greg Binns. 


Krakatoa - The Day the World Exploded - 27" August 1883. 
Simon Winchester pub. Penguin Viking. RRP $35. 452 pp. 
Reviewer: Carol Hall. 


From the author of Zhe Surgeon of Crowthorne and The Map that 
Changed the World comes a comprehensive look at one of the greatest 
ever volcanic eruptions. Simon Winchester is a geologist by training and 
brings his early student experiences to bear on this topic. 


However he begins by describing the colonial developments resulting 
from the discovery of the Spice Islands and the impact of Dutch hegem- 
ony. In this way the scene is set for understanding the experiences and 
descriptions of an eruption that was heard 3000 miles away, killed over 30,000 peo- 
ple in the tsunamis which followed and the rain of pumice which collected in thick 
layers. 


ModIAd 


In order to explain why this happened where it did, Winchester traces the develop- 
ment of the theory of continental drift and its eventual refinement into plate tecton- 
ics -diagrams assist the reader in understanding terms such as "subduction zone" 
where the Indo-Australian plate is diving beneath the Eurasian plate. He also hints at 
the consequences of the falls in temperature resulting from dust-laden skies in terms 
of climate change, and perhaps even the possibility that such a destructive event led 
to the adoption of Islam in Java (albeit in a very SE Asian form). 


Eventually (the book is somewhat long-winded) we read the descriptions of the ini- 
tial volcanic activity in the preceding May and the accounts by the witnesses of the 
destructive eruption in August which resulted in catastrophic loss of life and the dis- 
appearance of most of the island of Krakatoa. The book ends with the author's de- 
scription of his own recent visit to Anak Krakatoa (son of Krakatoa), the new island 
which appeared permanently in 1930 and which is still steadily growing - and inci- 
dentally providing a fascinating laboratory in which to study how virgin land be- 
comes colonised by plants and animals. 


= os 3 KATMAL 
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The world's largest recent volcanic explosions—volume of ash (sate) 
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Owls — a postscript. 


Just as the editor had completed her comments on owl ears, the mail arrived and with 
it the latest volume of Australian Geographic. A double page spread illustrating all 9 
Australian owls is featured in an article indicating that understanding of the owls’ ge- 
netic diversity in this country is little known. Aus. Geog. is sponsoring a project run by 
the Museum of Victoria to test owl DNA and is encouraging members to collect owl 
feathers and send them to the Museum. How do you recognise the owls and owl feath- 
ers? Purchase an Owl Identification Kit from Aus.Geog. for $4.95. 


"Questions that the study will address include whether owls with similar geographic 
distributions have the same pattern of genetic diversity, whether geographical range is 
linked to genetic diversity and how geographically isolated populations differ from 
each other. 


The genetic data will be gathered from three sources: frozen samples held in DNA 
tissue banks; museum specimens; and fresh feathers collected by researchers and 
members of the public. Dead owls are often found on roadways and farms, and it is 
relatively easy to obtain DNA from feathers." 


10 


Upcoming Events 


Wednesday August 27th: Evening visit to Ballarat Observatory—Mars is the 
closest it ever comes to Earth this week and we have the opportunity to see this 
event thanks to Bob Curtain's arrangements. A charge of $6.50 per head is made. 
Pray for a cloudless night! There is plenty to see in the Observatory itself 
(located in Magpie St.) if the weather proves uncooperative. 


Club Campout September 12-14— Revised Details 


We have received further details of the venue at Stuart Mill for our weekend in 
the Box-Ironbark country. The Bishop James Memorial Camp on the Sunraysia 
Highway (Melway Ref. 650 G9, VicRoads Country 42 F6) has been upgraded 
since our booking in July last year and new facilities are being completed at pre- 
sent, with mudbrick, carpeted sleeping quarters. Consequently there is now a 
revised scale of costs: 
$20 per person per night; $10 p. p. per night powered camp site. 
Facilities include portable BBQ. 


The committee is presently looking at subsidising the fee to reduce your cost. 


Arrangements are being made for activities with the St. Arnaud FNC on the 
Saturday. 


[bc 


Is it a Native? 
A Weed Identification Guide for Central Victoria 
By Ern Perkins 


This CD-ROM includes weeds and some native plants 
that are sometimes mistaken for weeds. 


Categorised by colour or form, each plant description 
is accompanied by several field photos and close-ups. 
The CD is easy to run and to navigate. Cost $5. 


Available from Castlemaine FNC or Ern Perkins. 
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Calendar 


July 
Fri. 4 Peter Dahlhaus: Salinity—Rethinking an old problem. 
Sun. 6 Excursion with Peter Dahlhaus to Lake Corangamite (Bus Trip) 
Tues. 22 Committee Meeting @ Kay Preston's, 7.30pm 
August 
Fri. 1 Dr. Marie Keatley: Phenological Monitoring and its Implications 
Sun. 3 Hepburn Regional Park - Members. 
Supper Duty: July: Eileen Anderson and Kay Preston 
Committee 
Bresidentiy cer -soits ti Mrs. Carol Hall 
Vice-President................. Mr. Greg Binns 
Secretaryanerteth..terr-t Mr. John Gregurke 
TYeASUrer ......cs teases Mr. Bob Curtain 
Miss Helen Burgess.........., Miss Fran Hanrahan.......... 
Miss Maureen Christie....... Mr. Les Hanrahan............ 
Mrs. Claire Dalman........... Mrs. Kay Preston............. 


Mrs. Carol Hall (Editor)..... 


Correspondence: PO. Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. 
Email: Secretary: 


Editor: 


Website: www.ballarat-yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search Environment. 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts 
(VicRoads 254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Market Place (formerly Creswick Plaza) Creswick 
Rd., Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) at 9.30 am unless otherwise specified. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
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